248

with several thousands of brave warriors, consisting both of
infantry and of cavalry, and in comparison to the battle
which now ensued, the first had been, as it were, but a
child's play. On this occasion two of Dara's courtiers were
led astray by the baseness of their nature, and by their
faithlessness, to conceive the idea of killing their master,
on the supposition that they would thereby ingratiate
themselves with Eskandar. But Dara, who had become
aware of their design, reproached them with their ingrati-
tude, and said: 'Be aware that such a deed will profit
you nothing with Eskandar, because, although kings may
be at enmity with each other, they never fail to slay regi-
cides.' The two miscreants, however, remained deaf to all
entreaties, and brought down with their swords Dara from
the horse which he was riding, Before the King of Persia
had expired, Eskandar happened to arrive, and alighting
from his charger, looked at the sovereign who had once
worn a diadem, wiped the dust from his face, took his head
on his own knees, wept, and spoke as follows: ' 0 king,
who lovest me not, and att proud, I swear by the God of
heaven and earth that I shall reinstate thee into thy king-
dom, and restore to thee all thy treasures. Arise and
forget what is past. Do not complain of thy misfortunes,
because kings ought in their troubles to be more patient
than other men. Inform, me who were the perpetrators of
this deed, that I may punish them/ Dara kissed the hand
of Eskandar, placed it on his face, moaned, and said: ' 0
Zulqarneen, yield by no means to the suggestions of pride
and tyranny, neither be deceived by the pomp of royalty,
since thou hast seen what has become of me. Trust not in
prosperity, and be aware of the treachery of this world,
which is ever changing. I beseech thee to treat my
mother as if she were thy own, my wife as if she were thy
sister, and to marry my daughter Koushang.' Eskandar
complied with these requests, and after a few minutes Dfa&
expired. Zulqarneen then ordered the corpse to be washed
with musk and amber, to be dressed in gold and silver
embroidered garments, and to be placed in a sarcophagus,